
CREATIVITY, 
BRAVERY, & 
BRILLIANCE



HELLO,  
MY BRILLIANT FRIENDS!
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 CREATIVITY
INNOVATION

+



 CREATIVITY
PROBLEM SOLVING!

=



“Premature 
optimization is the 
ROOT of all evil.” 

Donald Knuth



MEDIOCRITY



medius + ocris



CREATE-ON-DEMAND
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Prolific  
 BRILLIANT  

+healthy



Prolific + 
 BRILLIANT  

- healthy

FRIED



Healthy + 
 BRILLIANT  

- prolific

UNRELIABLE



Prolific + 
 HEALTHY  
- brilliant
FIRED



Prolific  
 BRILLIANT  

+healthy



 THE WALL
/wôl/ noun

the place where your creative drive dies



ASSASSINS



DISSO ANCE
N





1+1 = [((27/3) / 3)-1]
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FEAR





DISCUSS  
TRUE RISK  
TO DISPEL  
PERCEIVED RISK





What would you do 
if FEAR had no 
hold over you, 

and failure WAS 
an option?



EXPECTATION 
ESCALATION



“There are KNOWN KNOWNS.  
These are things we know that we 

know.  

There are KNOWN UNKNOWNS.  
That is to say, there are things that we 

know we don't know.  

But there are also UNKNOWN 
UNKNOWNS. There are things we 

don't know we don't know.” 

DONALD RUMSFELD 
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EXPECTATIONS

DISSONANCEFEAR

FEAR



RHYTHM
5 ELEMENTS



FOCUS







PiNG



DEFINE: PROBLEMS



As a creative pro, 
you don’t do 

projects, you solve 
PROBLEMS.



REFINE: BIG 3



CLUSTER: ADJACENCY



RELATIONSHIPS



“By forming a party, by melting into some 
group, we avoid not only conscience, but 

martyrdom. This is why fear of others 
dominates this world. No one dares to be a 

GENUINE SELF; everyone is hiding in some 
kind of ‘togetherness.’” 

SØREN KIERGEGAARD



 GUNS ON THE 

TABLE
(COWBOY)



START CIRCLES



HEAD TO HEAD



ENERGY



PRACTICE 
PRUNING



THINK  
WHOLE LIFE



STIMULI



“I’m so glad I just spent 15 
minutes reading the 

insightful comments on 
that Instagram post!” 

NO ONE, EVER



HAVE A  
STUDY PLAN



DATA

INFORMATION

KNOWLEDGE

NOISE

WISDOM
UNDERSTANDING

 DEE HOCK



TAKE (BETTER) 
NOTES



STIMULUS  
DIVE



HOURS



BACKBURNER  
CREATING



IDEA  

TIME



FOCUS
RELATIONSHIPS
ENERGY
STIMULI
HOURS



Prolific  
 BRILLIANT  

+healthy



WHY?









“What you do EVERY DAY 
matters more than what 
you do once in a while.” 

GRETCHEN RUBIN 



Mediocrity doesn’t 
just HAPPEN,  

it’s chosen over time.



Brilliance  
DEMANDS 

Discipline



Brilliance  
DEMANDS 

BRAVERY!





“There can be an intense egoism in following 
everyone else. People are in a hurry to 

magnify themselves by IMITATING what is 
popular, and too lazy to think of anything 

better. Hurry ruins saints as well as artists. 
They want QUICK SUCCESS and they are in 
such a hurry to get it that they cannot take 

time to be TRUE TO THEMSELVES. And when 
the madness is upon them, they argue that 
their very haste is a species of integrity.” 

THOMAS MERTON



ANTHONY

The Doctor Is Sick (1960)
Inside Mr. Enderby (1963)
The Worm and the Ring (1961)
The Wanting Seed (1962)
One Hand Clapping (1961)
A Clockwork Orange (1962)

(1917-
BURGESS

1993)



DIE EMPTY



DIE EMPTY
 Thank You!
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